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Abstract. This paper aims to define the vision of the European Charta of Rural Area 
regarding the protection and conservation of the environment. If the human-nature relationship 
has been traditionally interpreted as tension or even a struggle, for some time it must be judged 
as a collaboration, more precisely a protection of nature by the humankind.  
 




The development of the human species brings to light, beyond opposition, the 
unity of the fundamental terms of these oppositions: humankind and nature. As an 
opposition, it is what, with a certain exaggeration, has been called "the struggle 
between man and nature" and that has contributed, decisively, to the development, 
especially initial, of human society. As a unit, the human-nature relationship is 
highlighted in the fact that man cannot exist without nature but also that, for a time, 1. 
the very existence of nature is dependent on man, becoming, over time, a function of 
civilization. human; 2. a part of nature that almost cannot exist without this 
dependence. This part that is vitally dependent on man is precisely that segment of 
nature "created" by man.  
 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 
To achieve the objectives of this article, the method used was the analysis of 
the documents done in the past and who treated this subject. Document analysis is a 
fundamental source of social research in social sciences and, thus, in sociology. 
Among the documents consulted regarding this subject are the Recommendation 1296 
of 1996 of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe "on the European 
Charter of rural space" considers that in achieving its objectives in this direction it 
must proceed in a unitary way, based on a unique conception and concerted actions - in 
essence a unique action. The purpose of this unitary policy is "to improve living and 
working conditions in rural areas". Among the means suggested by the authors of this 
document are the protection of the traditional natural and cultural environment. 
Mainly, the notion of environment refers to the surrounding nature, 
respectively to human society. Although these notions, which and the realities they 
reflect, are in unity (a unity of sides - nature and society - to a contrary point) when we 
refer to the environment we consider the natural environment of human existence. 
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The legal instruments of the Council of Europe envisaged by Recommendation 
no. 1296/1996 of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, which adopted 
the European Charter for Rural Space, are the following: 
- European Social Charter (Strasbourg, 1961); 
- European Convention on the Social Protection of Farmers (Strasbourg, 1974); 
- European Convention on the Protection of Animals in Farms (Strasbourg, 1976); 
- Convention on the Conservation of Europe's Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Bern, 1979); 
- The European Framework Convention on Cross-border Cooperation of Local 
Authorities or Territorial Authorities (Madrid, 1980); 
- Convention for the safeguarding of Europe's natural heritage (Granada, 1985); 
- European Charter of Local Self-Government (Strasbourg, 1985); 
- European Convention for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (revised), 
(Strasbourg, 1992); 
- European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (Strasbourg, 1992); 
- United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro, 1992). 
                                                     
                                                    
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
  
  Between humankind and nature, a new, artificial environment is interposed, 
with progressive efficiency, the result of the implication of science and especially of its 
material expression - technique. Besides the beneficial aspects, the performances of 
this new court (the technical universe) have, both from the human and nature 
perspective, less favorable consequences; priorities are, rather, should be, the 
advantages in the mutual sense (both for man and for nature); but so far, the benefits 
have mainly come back to man and the prejudices of nature.  
In time, aggression against nature (because it is true aggression), will turn, with 
a boomerang effect, against man. And another aspect, of a subjective, strictly human 
nature: if the human being formed, with all its mental and affective structures, through 
the direct connection with nature, the meaning of this connection, somewhat 
interrupted by the technical intermediary, leads to a removal of man not only from the 
external nature, but, in this way, towards his own (human) nature. This is because its 
own nature was constituted by the direct relation of man with the natural environment - 
and, of course, within the social framework, with himself. This is why the concern for 
the conservation of the natural environment is important not only for maintaining and 
enhancing the resources of human existence (raw materials, energy etc.) - the 
primordial aspect - but also for maintaining the specific, psychosocial condition of the 
human being as a trained being and developed in natural environment. In this sense we 
intend to talk about the European Charter of the rural area as an international document 
that expresses the desire of the European community to engage in legislation, 
systematically and efficiently, in the conservation of the rural space, respectively of its 
natural and socio-human components. 
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Regarding the functions of the rural area, the document also specifies the 
"foundations of legal protection" (Title II, Art. 3) in the sense that "A. Each Party 
undertakes to establish and implement a general plan for spatial planning that takes 
into account existing and applicable international instruments and that defines, 
according to the order of priorities, the economic, ecological and socio-cultural 
functions of each rural area ”; 
 "B. Each Party undertakes to inform the Standing Committee of the European 
Rural Area (CPERE) on the status conferred on its rural areas as well as on the areas 
excluded from the implementation of the Charter, so as to enable the Charter to be 
applied in the Member States." 
Still in the Preamble there is talk of a "healthy environment" in which "to 
protect and ensure the development of the cultural heritage of the European rural 
regions, which is as rich, as varied". In this sense, people from agriculture, forestry, 
aquaculture and fisheries are assigned, among other things, new duties, including 
"conservation of nature and landscape". 
As stipulated in Art. 5, the ecological function (Title II), the signatory 
European states commit to conserve the natural resources of  life (soil, water, air), to 
protect the biotypes and the green spaces that they have and which play an essential 
role in protecting the quality. environment, to maintain and conserve the natural 
landscape, biotypes in general and biodiversity in particular, diversity of species and 
natural landscapes, to ensure the protection of wildlife. By means of the necessary 
legal instruments, the Charta (Title IV, art. 9) pronounces against intensive or anarchic 
urbanization and recommends decisive measures for the restoration or "restoring in 
culture "" of the rural territory degraded by previous economic activities. In order to 
implement these recommendations, the Charta  calls for the adoption of legislative 
measures and the establishment of a Standing Committee of the European rural area. 
The Annex sets out the guidelines and measures for the protection of the rural 
area. But what is "rural space"? In the Charter's conception, the rural area designating a 
"distinct entity" from the urban space, constitutes an interior area, including villages 
and small towns, where most of the land is used for agriculture, forestry, aquaculture 
and fishing; also, the rural area includes the economic and cultural activities of the 
inhabitants of these areas, the urban and entertainment areas (or the nature reserves, as 
well as other utilities - other than the living ones). The Annex specifies that the 
European rural area represents "a landscape heritage of life and valuable work, the fruit 
of a long history and whose safeguard is a living concern for society". 
Sustainable development in agriculture, as envisaged by the policies for spatial 
planning in rural areas, must be in accordance with the "safeguarding" of the natural, 
living and recreational space. At the base of all must be the humanist principle, which 
puts man, "human capital", "the populations concerned", at the center of concerns and 
decisions. Therefore, in addition to protecting the natural environment, the Annex to 
the Charter  calls on European states "to preserve and promote the cultural and 
historical particularities of the rural area". In order to carry out these measures, the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe proposes the development of 
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programs to "raise awareness about respecting the environment, historical and cultural 
heritage and the significance of the rural space for society as a whole". 
Orientation 11, dedicated to culture, refers entirely to the need for the parties 
"to maintain and defend the diversity and richness of cultural and archaeological 
heritage in rural areas". However, for this purpose, measures such as inventorying, 
enhancement and promotion of historical and cultural heritage (p. A), protection and 
development of traditions and forms of cultural expression (p. B) are proposed, 
"strengthening the regional cultural identity of rural populations and the promotion of 
associative life. 
The insistence with which the important document refers to the conservation 
and protection of the natural environment in connection is remarkable, I would say 
organic, sine qua non, with the cultural-historical one. For this it is necessary, says 
Charta ..., international scientific and political cooperation, because the protection of 
the environment of human life (natural + cultural-historical) must involve, within 
unitary, global visions and actions, more and more science and consciousness - what is 
in the interest of all as a common work of all. The Annex to Guideline 4 refers to the 
essential issues of education, training, research and awareness regarding the protection 
of the environment in general and especially in the light of rural activities. Thus, the 
need for professional development in activities that come in direct contact with the 
natural environment (agriculture, forestry) as well as other activities, such as tourism, 
is specified. Regarding education, point E of this Guidance states that "the parties 
should develop awareness programs regarding the environment, historical and cultural 
heritage". 
In the same document (Appendix), Guideline 12 deals with environmental, 
nature and landscape issues in more detail. Thus, in point 1, there is an insistence on 
the need to pay "major attention" to the preservation of nature and landscape. In this 
sense, it is recommended "rational and sustainable exploitation of natural resources and 
preserving living spaces and biodiversity"; “Protecting the landscape” (including those 
that are semi-natural or man-made ”); “Safeguarding the beauty and particularities of 
the rural area”; identification and registration of places where there are old species of 
farm animals, traditional rural landscapes; “The protection and rational exploitation of 
forests”; further, it is insisted on the need for the urban and rural population to be held 
responsible for the storage of waste, respectively, the prevention of harmful gas 
emissions. 
Another requirement of "preservation of nature and landscape" refers to the 
need to strictly comply with international legal decisions on environmental protection. 
“Environmental policy” (point b) envisages the imposition of measures for the 
protection and management of soil, water and air, the conservation of flora, fauna and 
their environment; delimiting areas where construction, movement and other activities 
are harmful to the environment - and consequently, limiting or even prohibiting them; 
“Specifying the ecological function of each rural area”; the establishment of 
international scientific, technical and political cooperation on the European rural 
environment.  
Agricultura                                                                               no. 3 –4 (111-112)/2019                                                                                      Agriculture  
 
 
- 286 - 
 
Last but not least, the parties will have to take measures for "developing 
biological reserves and protecting threatened biotypes"; intensifying concerns about 
knowing the influence of infrastructure, industrial or tourism projects on the landscape 
that may damage the environment; the need for international cooperation in the 
management of water resources. 
Guideline 15 specifically targets the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
whose problem should be subject to specific measures preferably adopted by the 
countries concerned. The realization of this desire lies in their desire for European 
integration. 
Reporting these orientations to the situation of Romania, we observe that our 
homeland is fully found in all the findings and recommendations of the high European 
forum. We refer especially to the negative aspects between which the deficiencies in 
the protection of the environment, the protection and the rational exploitation of the 
forests (this under the conditions in which the surface of the forest fund of Romania, 
representing 27,3% of the territory of the country, is below the average level of the EU, 
which is almost 36%), the collection and storage of waste, the problems of the 
“Danube Delta” biosphere etc. Indeed, the effective European integration of Romania 
requires the unconditional observance of the international law to which, as is known, 
the internal one must correspond. And, as a decisive step, the transformation of 
international and domestic environmental demands into everyday norms of thought, 
life and work of all. 
Also, Romania is a signatory of the European Landscape Convention (signed 
in Florence, on October 20, 2000), which it ratified by Law no. 451/2002. The 
Florence Convention applies to landscapes that might be considered outstanding, as 
well as to everyday or degraded landscapes and aims to promote the protection, 
management and planning of landscapes and to organize European cooperation on 
landscape issues. 
The Convention requires the signatories to undertake the following: the 
recognition of landscapes by law as an essential component of the human environment, 
expression of the diversity of the common cultural and natural heritage and as a basis 
of their identity; establishing and implementing landscape policies, aimed at landscape 
protection, management and planning through the adoption of specific measures; 
establishing procedures for the participation of the general public, local and regional 
authorities and other stakeholders interested in defining and implementing landscape 
policies; Area integrating the landscape in the regional and local urban planning 
policies and in the cultural, environmental, agricultural, social and economic policies, 




Although Romania has actively acted on the international arena, ratifying or 
signing the instruments aimed at protecting and preserving landscapes, the legal 
measures adopted at national level are not sufficient. 
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The main framework for the protection of landscapes is given by the Law of 
environmental protection, which provides for the reconstruction of the affected lands 
and ensuring their integration in the local landscape, for this purpose, a guarantee fund 
established under the conditions of the law. It should be noted, however, that the legal 
definition of the medium term includes "landscape specific aspects", therefore any 
reference - in any normative act - to the protection, conservation, improvement, 
reconstruction of the environment actually implies the protection of the landscape.  
"The parties must maintain the management of traditionally sustainably 
cultivated land and take appropriate measures to design and implement agricultural 
policies, taking into account the need to protect mountain ecosystems and landscapes, 
the importance of biological diversity, and the specific conditions in the mountains as 
disadvantaged areas. "Also," the parties must apply policies aimed at introducing 
reasonable methods from the point of view of the environment of energy production, 
distribution and use, which will minimize the adverse effects on biodiversity and 
landscapes, including through the wider use of energy sources. renewable energy and 
energy saving measures, as appropriate. "Thus," the parties must aim to reduce the 
adverse impact of mining on the environment and to ensure adequate environmental 
monitoring for mining technologies and practices." 
The Law of the Mountains Nr. 347/2004 requires that the policies developed 
for the mountain areas aim at the conservation of landscapes and biodiversity, but does 
not give further details on how to implement this policy from the point of view of 
landscape conservation. The mountain area in Romania is subject to a specific 
regulatory framework provided by law no. 347/2004 ("the law of the mountain"), 
which provides for the sustainable use of mountain resources and landscapes and the 
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